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Publicity, reviews for John the Painter

Pubhcﬁg

Publishers chk(g, September 2004

Booklist, 1 October 2004

Dallas l\//orning News, 10 October 2004

Charleston Post and Courier;, 19 December 2004

Feature, Glasgow Hcra/a’, 1» Januar9 2005

Lead review, Tc/cgralofl, 30 Januarg 2005

Quill & Quire, February 2004

Gcograp/w’ca/, Februa ry 2004

Lead review, Peter Ackrogcl, London Times, 5 Februarg 2005

Serialized in the Indcpcndcnt, 5 Februarg 2005

I:u”-Page sPreacl, Bristol Evening Fost, 8 Februarg 2005

Sun Times (Owen Sound), 10 Februarg 2005

BBC Radio 3 “Nightwaves,” 10 February 2005

London 5una’ay Times, 13 Februarg 2005

The Evening Programme, BBC South, 4 l:ebruarg 2005

Three Counties Radio, 16 Februarg 2005

Radio Ulster “Talkback,” 16 Februarg 2005

BBC Scotland Arts Show, 18 Februarg 2005

Sﬂnclicatecl review aPPearing in the Wales Dai{g Post, the G/asgow Evening Times, the
Northern Scot Midweek Extra, the K/hgston Informer, the East Ang/ian Dai{g
Times, the Cambria’gc Evening News, the Bath Chronicle, the B/acklooo/ Gazette,
the Southern Dai{g Echo (Southampton), the Bracknell News, the Bl'rmingham
Fost, the HartleFPool /\//ai/, and the Bolton Evcning News

Feature, Western Dai{g Fress (Bristol), 19 Februarg 2005

Nott/hg/'lam Evening Fost, 19 Februar9 2005

Tc/cgrap/;, 19 Februarg 2005
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Interview, Glasgow Book Festival, 19 Februarg 2005
Ea’inburgh Evening News, 21 Februarg 2005

Good Book Guia’c, 1 March 2005

BBC History Magazine, March 2005

Bio Librarg, Rogers Cable Channel 10

Eyc Magazine, 3 March 2005

Interview, Radio CJOB, Winnipeg, 3 March 2005
Camden New Jouma/, 4 March 2005

Guara’ian, 5 March 2005

Lead review, Toronto Star, 6 March 2005

Reacling, Harbourfront Centre, 9 March 2005
Montreal Mirror, 10 March 2005

Simon Winchester, Globe and Mail, 1t March 2005
Lead review, Ca{gary Hera/a’, 12 March 2005

Lead review, Edmonton Jouma/, 1» March 2005
Winn/lbcg Free Press, 13 March 2005

Times Literary SUIDID/ement, 25 March 2005
Vancouver Sun, 26 March 2005

Maclean’s Magazine, 28 March 2005

Reacling, Hart House Librarg, 19 APril 2005
Kitchener-Waterloo Rccora’, 30 APri! 2005

Cover story, Quill & Quire, May 2005

Reading, Different Drummer Series, 3 Mag 2005
New Brunswick Reaa’er, 7 Mag 2005

Serialized bg BBC Radio 4 Book of the Week, 9-12 May 2005
London Times, 17 May 2005

International Journal of Maritime History, June 2005
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Guardian, 18 June 2005

Maclean’s Magazine, 26 June 2005

Fast Forward Week{g, 14 Jul Yy 2005

Vancouver Stra{ght, 18 August 2005

Reacling, l‘:clinburgh Book Festival, 20 August 2005

william and Mary Quarter/y, vol. 62, no. 4, 2005

Short-listed for the Governor Generals’ award for non-Fiction, 2005
Edmonton Journa/, 18 October 2005

Was/ﬁngton Post, 2% October 2005

Canada Fost, November 2005

Globe and Mail, 26 November 2005

Contemloorary Review, December 2005

Globe and Mail, 28 Februa ry 2006

Edmonton Journal, 23 APri! 2006

Journal of Forensic Psyc/w’atry & Psycho/ogy, vol. 18, no. 2, 2007

Simon Schama
“Jessica Warner's John the Painter shows 3oujust how goocl historg canget: a
tour de force of original thinldng; cleep immersion in a lost world (orin this case,
underworld); Prodigious emPathg with its hapless anti-hero and exhilarating,
knhcesharp writing, that concedes nothing to fiction writers at the top of their
game. Don't be fooled bg its modest size and ostcnsiblg eccentric subject; this is
rich, ambitious historg, executed in literarg fireworks: a small glory and ajog to

read.”
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Simon Winchester, Globe and Mail
Warner “has told his story quite magica”g, with a flair both for research and
litcrarg narrative . . . we”~nigh Perwcect ...what sheis so goocl atis simplg te”inga
story, getting it right, and seclucing us all to erjog it right along with her.”

Times Litcrary SUPP/cmcnt
An “excellent account of his life . . . [John the Painter has] found a worthg
spokeswoman in Jessica Warner, whose new book is Precise, aclmirablg

researched and written in an engaginglg wry stgle.”

Guardian
An “engrossing studg ... the real Pleasure of this book comes from Warner's

livc19 and fuid stgle. It is a mark of her considerable skill as a historian . . .2

Good Book Guide
« .. atour de force. This book bri”iantlg evokes both Aitken and the brutalitg of
the 18th centurg.”

william and Mary Quartcr/y
“Huge|9 entertaining . . . Warner is blessed with a wonderful writing stgle, witty
and gracmcul at one and the same time. Her book is also great fun, as entertaining

and accessible as a Picaresc]ue novel.”

Peter Ackrogd, London Times

An “invaluable narrative . . . One of the Pleasures of this book lies in the
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revelation of an almost forgotten world of landladies, s[:>icsJ clockgard workers,
tavern owners and the rest oF the then mundane worlcl. Iltisa panorama omc hidden

l8th~centur3 life, as fresh and as vivid as if it occurred Hesterclag.”

.5unc/ay Tc/cgraph
Warner “is a sure guicle to the lower strata of Georgjan society, and c]eictlg
conjurcs up the atmosl:)here and anxieties of late 18th~centur9 Englancl ... Thisis

a lcascinating story, and Warner's te”ing of it is informative and stimulating.”

Montreal Mirror
Warner “has Personality to spare, and with wit and insight she's able to weave a

Fascinating storg ...a strangelg Powemcul and cntertaining book LD

Toronto Star
“This is a wonderful story, one that delivers on all the riPe Possibilities its author

rccognizcd.”

Aberdeen /nc/cpcnc]cnt
Warner’s “book is a golclen nugget of historg, awash with contemporarg Para”els,

and Warner tells the story with charm and wit.”



